148                 Words coined by Johnson.         [August 29.
'----------The raven himself is hoarse,
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan Under my battlements1.'
We dined at Mr. Keith's. Mrs. Keith was rather too attentive to Dr. Johnson, asking him many questions about his drinking only water. He repressed that observation, by saying- to me, ' You may remember that Lady Errol took no notice of this.'
Dr. Johnson has the happy art (for which I have heard my father praise the old Earl of Aberdeen) of instructing himself, by making every man he meets tell him .something of what he knows best. He led Keith to talk to him of the Excise in Scotland, and, in the course of conversation, mentioned that his friend Mr. Thrale, the great brewer, paid twenty thousand pounds a year to the revenue ; and that he had four casks, each of which holds sixteen hundred barrels, —above a thousand hogsheads.
After this there was little conversation that deserves to be remembered. I shall therefore here again glean what I have omitted on former days. Dr. Gerrarcl, at Aberdeen, told us, that when he was in Wales, he was shewn a valley inhabited by Danes, who still retain their own language, and are quite a distinct people. Dr. Johnson thought it could not be true, or all the kingdom must have heard of it. He said to me, as we travelled, ' these people, Sir, that Gerrard talks of, may have somewhat of a pcrcgrinity in their dialect, which relation has augmented to a different language.' I asked him if peregrinity was an English word : he laughed, and said, ' No.' I told him this was the second time that I had heard him coin a word2. When Foote broke his leg, I observed that it would make him fitter for taking off George Faulkner as Peter Paragraph3, poor George having a wooden
\
1 Act i. sc. 5.
a Boswell forgets scoundrelism, ante, p. 120, which, I suppose, Johnson coined.
* See ante, ii. 177, note 2. Peter Paragraph is one of the characters in Foote's Comedy of The Orators.
leg. never iccur to men in the situation which is represented. This also is fre-[uently the practice of Homer, who from the midst of battles and lorrors relieves and refreshes the mind of the reader by introducing omc quiet rural image, or picture of familiar domcstick life.'' John-011's Shakespeare. Northcote (Life of Reynolds, i. 144-151) quotes •thcr notes by Reynolds.
